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the trip to China, which provided us with
insider knowledge about this very exciting
country.” 

Paola’s fellow student Rupal has a back-
ground in engineering and used to consult
Citicorp Software (now i-Flex) clients in sev-
eral major European cities. As his Swiss
assignment was coming to a close in 1994,
he found a job opening at Credit Suisse and
ended up staying in Switzerland for the next
14 years working for different companies.
As his role gradually became larger, moving
into people-management and business
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Paola came to Switzerland in 1998 to
work for Roche as part of a young profes-
sional’s leadership programme, which was
the starting point of an excellent career:
She took up increasing responsibilities in
the finance area, then built an innovative
team within the Corporate Audit function,
and lately is taking a new challenge to lead
complex cross-functional projects.

Although she already had a BA degree,
she always planned to update her know-
ledge after a few years of experience. Paola
choose the Rochester-Bern EMBA because
it satisfied her main criteria: English as
the course language, schedule compatibility
with her daily job, and emphasis on analyti-
cal tools and finance. Looking back, Paola
reveals: “For me the absolute highlight was
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understanding, Rupal felt the need for an
MBA. He says: “Receiving degrees from
two continents brings huge advantages in
today’s dynamic world.”

Established in 1969 by
Royal Charter to provide
part-time university level
study to adults by sup-
ported open learning, The
Open University (UK) has
200,000 students and
customers worldwide. 

The OU is a global
leader in the field of dis-
tance learning and is at
the forefront of develop-
ing new and innovative
teaching methods and
materials. If you join us,
you’ll be in good com-
pany. Over the last 40
years we have helped two million people –
some to get ahead in their careers; some
to update their skills and knowledge, and
others purely for personal enjoyment.

We offer individual courses (modules),
which can be combined towards a full range

of UK university qualifica-
tions – BA, BSc, LLB, MA,
MSc MEd and MBA. 

The OU has devel-
oped its own successful
method of study called
“supported open learning”.
You pursue your course in
your own time, setting
your own timetable the
way your life dictates.
OU course materials are
specifically designed to
cater for the needs of peo-
ple studying in their own
time. Materials include
specially written text-

books, audiovisual materials, CD-Roms,
DVDs, online discussion forums and course
websites. Everything we do is of the high-
est quality, and we’re ranked in the top five
universities in the UK (Source: The Sunday
Times University Guide 2005).

There are more than 580 courses, and
over 150 different qualifications in 50 sub-
ject areas from 10 faculties. Subject areas
include Business & Management, Child-
hood & Youth Studies, IT & Computing,
Education, Environment & Development,
Health & Social Studies, Mathematics,
Modern Languages, Science, Social Sci-
ences and Technology. Information on all
OU courses and qualifications can be found
at www.open.ac.uk/study.
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